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1. Statement of Intent 

At Willow Tree Learning Northants, we recognise that every child has the right to access 
a meaningful, ambitious and inclusive education, regardless of the barriers they may 
have experienced within mainstream education. We provide a nurturing, therapeutic 
and highly personalised alternative provision for children and young people who are 
unable to access full-time mainstream education. 

Our curriculum is child-led, adaptive and responsive, whilst maintaining high 
expectations for every learner. We believe that all children can achieve success when 
learning is meaningful, relationships are secure, and their social, emotional and mental 
health needs are understood and supported. 

The curriculum at Willow Tree Learning Northants is designed to develop learners 
academically, socially, emotionally and personally through a thematic and creative 
curriculum, which promotes engagement, curiosity, resilience and independence. 

We aim to ensure that all learners: 

• Feel safe, valued and understood; 

• Develop positive relationships with themselves and others; 

• Experience success through personalised learning opportunities; 

• Build confidence, resilience and self-regulation skills; 

• Develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to participate positively in 
society; 
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• Prepare for future education, employment and adult life. 

 

2. Our Vision and Values 

At Willow Tree Learning Northants, our curriculum is underpinned by the following 
values: 

• Being kind to ourselves and others 

• Listening to each other 

• Keeping ourselves and others safe 

• Respecting ourselves 

• Respecting others 

These values are embedded throughout all aspects of learning, relationships and daily 
practice. 

Success at Willow Tree Learning Means: 

• Practising new skills 

• Letting others help 

• Doing our best 

• Talking about how we feel 

• Feeling safe doing our best 

• Listening when it feels tricky 

We recognise that success looks different for every learner and celebrate progress in all 
its forms. 

 

3. Curriculum Principles 

The curriculum at Willow Tree Learning Northants is: 

Child-Led 

Learning opportunities are designed around the interests, strengths, aspirations and 
individual needs of each learner. We recognise that engagement is fundamental to 
progress and therefore provide flexible pathways to learning. 

High Expectations 

We maintain high expectations of achievement, behaviour, attendance, participation 
and personal development for all learners, whilst recognising that children may require 
differentiated approaches, additional support and therapeutic interventions to achieve 
success. 

Therapeutic and Relational 

We understand that social, emotional and mental health needs can significantly impact 
learning. Our curriculum therefore prioritises relationships, emotional literacy, self-
regulation and wellbeing. 

Inclusive and Adaptive 
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Learning experiences are tailored to meet individual needs, abilities, interests and 
educational outcomes. Staff use ongoing assessment to adapt provision appropriately. 

Creative and Thematic 

Our curriculum is delivered through a thematic and creative approach that enables 
learners to make meaningful connections between subjects, experiences and real-
world contexts. 

 
 

4. Curriculum Offer 

The curriculum at Willow Tree Learning Northants balances academic achievement, 
personal development and therapeutic support. 

 

4.1. English and Mathematics 

English and Mathematics are accessed daily by all learners in a manner that is 
appropriate to their age, stage, ability and individual needs. 

Delivery may include: 

• Direct teaching; 

• Practical and experiential activities; 

• Project-based learning; 

• Outdoor learning; 

• Functional skills approaches; 

• Therapeutic and play-based activities; 

• Digital learning opportunities; 

• Real-life application of literacy and numeracy skills. 

Our aim is to ensure learners develop confidence, competence and independence in 
literacy and numeracy through meaningful and accessible experiences. 

 

4.2. Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) 

PSHE is delivered as a weekly subject and is embedded throughout the wider 
curriculum and daily practice. 

PSHE provision supports learners to develop: 

• Emotional literacy; 

• Self-awareness; 

• Healthy relationships; 

• Physical and mental wellbeing; 

• Online safety; 

• Personal safety; 
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• Citizenship; 

• Diversity and inclusion; 

• Preparation for adulthood. 

Relationships and Health Education are delivered in line with statutory guidance and in 
an age-appropriate manner. 

 

 

4.3. Thematic and Creative Curriculum 

Our thematic and creative curriculum may include: 

• Art and design 

• Music 

• Drama 

• Outdoor learning 

• Science 

• Humanities 

• Environmental learning 

• Physical activity 

• Food technology 

• Enterprise projects 

• Community engagement 

• Life skills and preparation for adulthood 

Themes are selected to promote engagement, curiosity, creativity and transferable 
skills. 

 

5. Social, Emotional and Mental Health Development 

At Willow Tree Learning Northants, we recognise that positive social, emotional and 
mental health outcomes are fundamental to successful learning. 

Learners are provided with regular opportunities to: 

• Develop emotional literacy and self-regulation skills 

• Build positive relationships 

• Experience success and achievement 

• Develop resilience and confidence 

• Practise communication and social interaction skills 

• Reflect upon feelings, behaviours and choices 

• Access therapeutic and wellbeing support where appropriate 
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Learners are given real-life opportunities to develop their social, emotional and 
mental health through: 

• Community activities 

• Educational visits 

• Outdoor and environmental experiences 

• Enterprise projects 

• Team activities 

• Work-related learning 

• Independent living skills 

• Leadership opportunities 

• Restorative and reflective practices 

 

6. Personalised Learning 

Each learner's curriculum pathway is informed by: 

• Educational need 

• EHCP outcomes (where applicable) 

• Personal interests 

• Strengths and aspirations 

• Social, emotional and mental health needs 

• Information from families, schools and professionals 

Learning targets are reviewed regularly and adapted to ensure appropriate challenge 
and continued progress. 

 

7. Assessment and Progress 

Assessment at Willow Tree Learning Northants is ongoing, formative and personalised. 

We assess progress through: 

• Observation 

• Learner voice 

• Academic assessment 

• Therapeutic outcomes 

• Engagement measures 

• Attendance 

• Behaviour and emotional regulation 

• Personal development outcomes 

• Social skills development 
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Progress is recognised and celebrated in all areas of development, acknowledging that 
success may be academic, emotional, social or behavioural. 

 

8. Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

Safeguarding is central to our curriculum and all aspects of provision. 

We promote: 

• Physical safety 

• Emotional safety 

• Online safety 

• Healthy relationships 

• Positive mental health 

• Personal responsibility 

• Respect for diversity 

• Protective behaviours 

All staff maintain a culture of vigilance and place the welfare of children at the centre of 
practice. 

 

9. Equality and Inclusion 

Willow Tree Learning Northants is committed to providing an inclusive curriculum 
which promotes equality, diversity and respect. 

We will: 

• Eliminate discrimination 

• Advance equality of opportunity 

• Foster good relations 

• Remove barriers to learning and participation 

• Ensure all learners can access an ambitious and appropriate curriculum 

Reasonable adjustments and appropriate adaptations will be made to meet individual 
needs. 

 

10. Legislative and Statutory Framework 

This policy has been developed with reference to the following legislation and guidance 
(as applicable to alternative provision settings in England): 

• Education Act 1996, including Section 19 

• Education Act 2002 

• Children Act 1989 

• Children Act 2004 

• Equality Act 2010 
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• Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0–25 Years 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE) 

• Working Together to Safeguard Children 

• Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health 
Education Statutory Guidance 

• The Independent School Standards Regulations 2014 (where applicable) 

• Alternative Provision Statutory Guidance 

• The Prevent Duty Guidance 

• Human Rights Act 1998 

• United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

• Ofsted Education Inspection Framework (where applicable) 

 

11. Monitoring and Review 

The curriculum is reviewed regularly by leaders to ensure that it: 

• Remains child-led and responsive 

• Maintains high expectations for all learners 

• Meets statutory requirements 

• Supports positive social, emotional and mental health outcomes 

• Provides ambitious and meaningful learning experiences 

• Reflects the values and ethos of Willow Tree Learning Northants 

 

 


